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WYOMING’S 2013 FIRE SEASON IS COMING. 

SOME PREDICT IT WILL BE WORSE THAN 2012! 

According to Bill Crapser, Wyoming State Forester, firefighting agencies 

and forces within the state are gearing up for what could be another record-

breaking fire season.  This is based on the early 2013 drought monitoring 

map below, and on the moisture deficient (dry) forest fuel conditions       

resulting from the previous dry years. 
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Special points of interest: 

Predictions from several sources. 

Firewise picnics plus  Cody H & G Show 

*  Fuel treatment effectiveness 

*  Keeping fire out of tree crowns 

*  Around your home or cabin 

*  A Firewise success story 

*  Wyoming wildfire news online 

B
i
g

h
o

r
n

 
b

a
s

i
n

 
f

i
r

e
s

W
I
S

E
 
c

o
m

m
U

N
I
T

I
E

S
 

 B
IG

HO
RN

 B
AS

IN
 F

IR
ES

MA
RT

 

Unless spring precipitation is greater than normal, this map-

ping translates into an active fire season for all of Wyoming. 

This should give warning that having your home or cabin   

Firewise could be more important this year.  Page 3 is a     

success story from 2012, and Page 7 is a checklist for your 

home and cabin that is already Firewise. 



2 

2 

THE BIG HORN BASIN FIREWISE COORDINATORS ARE: 

Big Horn County:  The County Fire Warden is Brent Godfrey (307) 568-2324.  The Firewise Coordinator is Chris 

Weydeveld, cweydeveld@wytfs.com, Technical Forestry Services, LLC, 6628 W. Riverside Dr. Casper, Wyoming 

82604, or (307) 333-1098 (office), (307) 272-9533 (mobile). 

Washakie County: Chris Kocher, Fire Warden, ckocher@worlandfire.org, P.O. Box 504, Worland, Wyoming 

82401, or (307) 347-6379. 

Hot Springs County: No Firewise Coordinator has yet been selected.  Contact Jay Duvall, County Fire  Warden, at 

(307) 921-1485, or hscdwarden@gmail.com  

Park County :  Bernie Spanogle, Firewise Coordinator, can be reached at pcfirewise@gmail.com. or at 307-250

-9387.  The County Fire Warden is Russ Wenke, rwenke@parkcounty.us, 1131 11th Street, Cody, Wyoming 82414, 

or (307) 527-8551.-          http://codyconservationdistrict.com/firewise.php 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

If you have general or specific questions about Firewise, two other online sources of answers are: 

 www.firewisewyoming.com and www.livingwithfire.com. 

Do you have topics you would like included in future newsletters?  Please submit your suggestions and 

comments to gwynn@wytfs.com,  cweydeveld@wytfs.com, to Chris at any of the above phone num-

bers, or by mail to G. Wynn, 824 Country Club Road, Casper, Wyoming 82609. 

Thanks for providing this newsletter go to the  Wyoming State Forestry Division, the Big Horn County Fire 
Warden, and the U.S. Forest Service.  They provide the funding. 

 

SUMMER 2013 ACTIVITIES PLANNED FOR BIGHORN MOUNTAIN CABIN GROUPS 

Big Horn County Firewise is planning a full set of cabin-owner picnics similar to the suc-

cessful 2012 events.  No dates or locations are yet known, but you will be notified in the 

Firewise #12 newsletter expected to be out in early June.  Please let Chris Weydeveld  

know if you would like some-

thing different than last year.  

Contact information for Chris 

is above. 

FIREWISE AT THE BIGHORN BASIN HOME AND GARDEN SHOW APRIL 12 & 13. 

Park County Firewise Coordinator Bernie Spanogle will have a Firewise Booth at the Cody Big Horn Basin Home 
and Garden Show.  The Home and Garden Show attracts folks from all over the Basin and it is scheduled for April 12 
(afternoon) and April 13 at the Riley Ice Arena in Cody.  Bernie and a Big Horn County Firewise representative 

will be available to answer questions about the Firewise Program from Park and Big Horn counties, provide 
handouts, explain Park County cost-share funds, and  familiarize folks with the Park County/Bighorn Basin Firewise 
Website.   If you are attending the Home and Garden, stop and visit, or share your Firewise story and questions. 

mailto:cweydeveld@wytfs.com
mailto:hscdwarden@gmail.com
http://codyconservationdistrict.com/firewise.php
http://www.firewisewyoming.com
http://www.livingwithfire.com
mailto:vegdaddy@gmail.com
mailto:cweydeveld@wytfs.com
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Photos and figure numbers come from the January 2013 “How Hazardous Fuel Treatments Helped  

       Save Summer Homes from the Fontenelle Fire,” by the Bridger-Teton National Forest 

* 
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The above illustration is based on one provided by the Oregon Department of Forestry.  

Their Firewise program has created several illustrations that are appropriate for the Firewise 

program in our area, and has given permission to use them for Bighorn Basin Firesmart. 

4 
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YES—The newsletter editor DOES know that the below structure protection items have been      

mentioned in previous newsletters.  In the Firewise program, these items are important enough that     

occasional reminders are helpful.  When doing your walk-around preseason checklist on Page 7, 

consider how your home or cabin meets the this criteria. 

FIRE TRAINING ANNOUNCEMENT  WYOFIRE 2013  

Dates: May 17-19, 2013 Friday afternoon through Sunday afternoon 
Check In: will be on Friday, May 17th from 1300 to 1800 hours 
Location: Camp Guernsey, Guernsey, WY 

Field Training, Task Books encouraged 
Live Fire Suppression, Structure Protection, Water Handling. Fire Investigation, ICT4 with 

aircraft and all ICS positions 
Contact/RegistrationMore info: Mike Bournazian 

at  mike.bournazian@wyo.gov or 307-856-0027 

mailto:mike.bournazian@wyo.gov
tel:307-856-0027
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ANNUAL PRE-FIRE-SEASON FIREWISE WALK-AROUND CHECKLIST 

Once a home or cabin has been made Firewise, the owner can’t sit back and enjoy it.  Vegetation 

will continue to grow, and human activities will change the situation on an irregular basis. 

BEFORE FIRE SEASON: 

____ Remove leaves and forest litter from gutters, roofs, and within 3 feet of all structures 

____ Clean chimney screens 

____ Cut new small trees and shrubs within the 100-foot zone 

____ Remove dead trees within the 100-foot zone 

____ Check your address placard or sign for clear visibility 

____ Move your conveniently-placed winter woodpile to more than 30 feet from all structures 

____ Check/replace the batteries in your emergency alert radio 

____ Inspect your powerline for branches within four feet in all directions 

____ Check window screens for a tight fit, and patch any holes 

____ Remove leaf and needles between the boards of decks, and under any decks and porches. 

____ Check walls and foundation for fresh bird and animal holes, and patch appropriately  

____ Pick up winter-broken limbs within the 100-foot zone 

____ Remove flammable materials from decks and porches, except when actually in use 

____ Review your evacuation plan, and share it with the family 

BEFORE GRASS CURES IN MID-SUMMER: 

____ Mow grassy areas around all structures 

____ Mow grass within and adjacent to driveways 
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MORE LITTLE THINGS THAT COUNT 

Leaf and litter buildup in decks and porches. 

Big Horn County Firewise 

6628 W. Riverside Drive 

Casper, Wyoming  82604 

Faded or obscured address signage. 


